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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 05221 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EMIN, EIND, JA 

SUBJECT: GOJ POSITION ON TIN PRICES 

REF: TOKYO 4653 

1 . DURING COURSE OF DISCUSSION OF OTHER MATTERS WITH 
SAITO, RESOURCES DIVISION, MOFA, WE RAISED QUESTION OF 
POSSIBLE CHANGE IN JAPANESE POSITION ON TIN PRICE RANGE. 

SAITO EXPRESSED SOME SURPRISE AT SUCH A REPORT, AND 
SAID THAT ALTHOUGH JAPAN'S POSITION IS UNDER CONTINUAL 
REVIEW, HE FORESAW NO CHANGE, AT LEAST THROUGH THE NEXT 
ITC MEETING IN APRIL. HE ADDED THAT THE RECENTLY DE- 
CLINING PRICE FOR TIN MIGHT EASE THE PRESSURE FOR AN 
INCREASE IN THE RANGE. MANSFIELD 
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